This research focuses critically on the relationship between African immigrants and African Americans in the United States. It examines stereotypes, conflicts and grudges between the two groups and how they impact their co-existence and adaptation to each other.
shooting July 12 in which an African American woman is suspected of killing an East African immigrant." 5 In some of the interviews conducted in this study both African immigrants and Africans Americans acknowledged that there is indeed a strained relationship between these two groups. An African American participant who is well informed about African and African American history had the following to say: "At the present state, the relationship is not good, worst than the 1950s and 1960s." He concludes that, "the friction is instigated by outside sources." Not surprisingly, the interviewee pointed fingers at whites, whom he believed are in the middle of the problem. Josephine Moraa Moikobu's book, Blood and flesh:
Black American and African identification points out that:
The fact that these strain-causing elements do not come from Africans or their black American counterparts but are perceived as coming from somewhere outside these two groups; they come from white who are said to have deliberately spawned myths and stereotypes to demean black peoples and keep them deliberately separated and isolated so they can be dominated. 6 An African immigrant also interviewed expressed his views on the relationship between African immigrants and African Americans by saying that "our relationship is based on suspicions. They blamed Africans for slavery." He said, "For those who are conscious about history...they want to move on, and their interactions with Africans are fine." It is quite evident that there is a strained relationship, myths, grudges, ignorance, and stereotypes that keep these two groups apart. Not only did these organizations and individuals embark on selfdetermination for Africans and fundamental human rights for African Americans, but they also exchanged mutual expression of ideas which was intended to increased the overall social, political, and economic issues faced by blacks. As Pearl T. Robinson has observed, "Historically, the pan-African movement was both a symbol and a strategy for consolidating greater unity among black people. Its goals included national independence for colonial subjects and equal citizenship rights for Afro-Americans." There is…a tie which few white men can understand, which binds the American Negro to the African Negro; which unites the black man of Brazil and the black of Liberia; which is constantly drawing into closer relations all the scattered African peoples whether they are in the old world or the new. There is not only the tie of race, which is strong in any case, but there is the bond of [colour], which is [specially] important in the case of the black man. It is this common badge of [colour] , for instance, which is responsible for the fact that whatever contributes, in any degree to the progress of the American Negro, contributes to the progress of the African Negro, and to the Negro in South America and the West Indies. When African Negro succeeds, it helps the American Negro. When the African Negro fails, it hurts the reputation and the standing of the Negro in every part of the world. Studies, vol. 22, No. 3, ) Africa, 1850 Africa, -1924 On much lighter note opponents of these views, particularly Malcolm X, underscore the assumption that black Americans work together with their black counterparts in Africa.
Malcolm X argues, "The single greatest mistake of the American black organization and their leaders is that they have failed to establish direct brotherhood lines of communication between the independent nations of Africa and the American black people.
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To be on the neutral side of this argument, the point of this essay rather is to suggest the connection that Africans and African Americans have a long history of social and political relationship. This is apparent from historians and present scholars that Africans and African Americans worked collectively despite of some setbacks.
However, in contemporary African and African-African-relationship, a lot has been said about these two groups in the United States. It is expected that since both are descendants from the same root culture, they would adapt and co-exist in harmony.
However, doubts have been raised on this co-existence and adaptation. The growing stereotypes, misconceptions, ignorance, grudges, and cultural differences are largely responsible for some of these strained relationships. Can anything explain this reality other than these elements? The fundamental question is will this new generation of African immigrants and Africans Americans form social, political, and economic alliances? The present situation poses a challenge in the African Diaspora.
The African Diaspora in the United States
The term, "African Diaspora" has been a remarkable development among scholars in the field of African and African American history and study. From Edward W. Blyden, Source: U.S. Immigration and Naturalization
The point here is to emphasize that with the number of blacks increasing in the United States, whether they are Africans, African Americans, or Afro-Caribbean blacks, their relationship is often strained and outweighed by misconceptions and stereotypes. One would imagine that their common physical characteristics of skin color would constitute a powerful bond between them. But many of them did not hold this belief. For example, Haki R.
Madhubuti elaborates more on this uncertainty:
There are over 100 million people of African descent in Western hemisphere, and we all face similar problems. Whether one is in Canada, the United States, or Brazil, the fight for self-determination and self-reliance is like using a shovel to dig a hole in steel enforced concrete. There are over 69 million people of African descent in Brazil who attempt to speak Portuguese, there are 35 million people of African descent in the U.S. who attempts to speak English, and we African don't talk to each other…over one hundred million Africans moving and working for the same goals in the same hemisphere is a threat to anyone's rule. Our clothes, names, street address, employment, and articulations in their languages have changes, but the basic relationship has remained the same.
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If social, political, and economic cooperation is receptive among all blacks whether in Africa, United States or elsewhere, they could easily form perpetual relationship and contend injustices directed towards all blacks. In fact, one of the interviewee in this study cited the Jews in America and around the world as an example. He said, "Blacks around the world should form powerful lobbying forces around the world to influence policies just like the Jews." This idea is both logical and reasonable, but one should be pessimistic about mutual cooperation among African leaders, let alone blacks all over the world. Looking closely at the evidence from the earliest phases of this paper, the present relationship between African immigrants and African Americans is overshadowed by misconception, stereotypes and ignorance.
Misconceptions, stereotypes and Ignorance
One burning issue that seems to pull apart African immigrants and African
Americans is ignorance about each others culture and past. Misconceptions, stereotypes and ignorance have overshadowed the strained relationship between these two groups. This issue has been around for decades. Skinner point out, "Like Booker T. Washington, Du Bois was also exposed to the negative images of Africa held by almost all contemporary whites and most blacks in America."
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Some of the known misconceptions and stereotypes that exist between these two groups are nothing but negative and it affects their overall relationship. Traore went into details describing the stereotypes that exist between these two groups. She writes:
Images predominated in the minds of the African American students of Tarzan, wild animals, and the "Dark Continent", which have made the "African" in African American something to be avoided or reviled. For the African students, the bewildering images of African Americans living on welfare, being violent toward others, and uncommonly rude to their own people, have also contributed to negative reactions to being identified as "African American". It may seem ironic to the casual observer but, for the most part, the African students wondered why their fellow African American brothers and sisters treated them as second-class citizens, while the African Americans wondered why the African students seem to feel or act so superior to them. From the alternate perspective, neither group seemed to be justified in their unfounded beliefs about the other. 36 Traore was not alone in addressing these stereotypical views among both groups.
John Arthur directly quoting the words of Mary Waters and Kasinitz establishes that:
Black immigrants, see black Americans as lazy, disorganized, and obsessed with racial images, and having a laissez-faire attitude toward family life and child raising. On their part, native-born American blacks view black immigrants as arrogant and oblivious to the racial tensions between blacks and whites.
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Moikobu also illustrates the nature of these stereotypes by borrowing Rayford
Logan's study of forty African American students from Howard University to render their general concept about Africa. Some of the stereotypes the students came up with were, "the Dark Continent, mysterious continent, Africa was hot; it had no civilization of its own; it was inhabited by cannibals, heathens, and ferocious animals living in impenetrable jungles." Table 3 ) As long as there's a cultural barrier it's going to breed ignorance. In order to bridge this cultural gap, both groups need to disconnect themselves from the existing stereotypes that seem to divide them.
As I gather information about the stereotypes that exist between African immigrants and African Americans, through surveys and interviews, participants in the interviews were asked to identify stereotypes and participants in the surveys were asked whether they held stereotypes against each other. An African immigrant interviewed said "African American women are drama…I don't associate with them a lot. Is just their behavior and they always withdraw from us" He went on to say, "They are any other person, some are good some are bad, some understand us some don't. They pretend like white folks. He concludes that "higher percentage of African Americans wants to be rapper or athletes and small percentage want to go to school." Additionally, an African American women interviewed had these stereotypes about African men, "I always heard people saying that don't date any Africans because they are violent, bossy and demanding…and they will jump on you." Obviously from the evidence above, it is absolutely clear that the groups do sense the reasons for their strained relationship 33 In analyzing and interpreting some of this study data, the responses from the participants surveyed are crucial as they shed light upon the nature and extend of the stereotypes that exist between Africans and African Americans. (See Table 4 ) Schools in America for the most part are not designed to educate Africans or Africans Americans about Africa, their historical and cultural heritage. Schools in Africa, originally set up by the colonial masters, have not been educating the African students about their heritage either. These systems were designed with the same enculturation focus, to civilize the savages by bringing them European history and culture.
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I take a number of issues with Eurocentric perspectives, which according to Moikobu, "is predominantly white and European." Akbar (1998), Asante (1991) , Dei (1994) , Hilliard (1998), Madhubuti and Madhubuti (1994) , Shujaa (1994) , Tedla (1995) have all argued strongly for the importance of the Afrocentric perspective in studying the schooling of children of African descent, because this perspective derives from communal values, shared myths, and a sense of community that differs significantly from the Eurocentric view. should also be considered in United States institutional pedagogy in order to get a more balance learning environment. Adeleke has extended this argument by proposing that:
The objective is to instill in black Americans as awareness of their African identity and culture as a defensive weapon against a pervasive and domineering Eurocentric world view. Afrocentricity is projected as a process of re-education and re-socialization designed to rid Black American consciousness of the tragic conception of their history, culture and heritage, imbibed from Eurocentrism.
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Role of the media
Before we can grapple satisfactory with the misconceptions, stereotypes and ignorance that exist between African immigrants and African Americans, it is indeed important to ask what role does the mainstream media plays in the stereotypes and misconceptions that exist between the two groups. It is clear that the media plays an important role in our day-to-day activities and it helps us in shaping some of our decisions. this study, Traore also provides us with a data about some of the stereotypes that students in her study pointed out where they get information about the other group. (See Table 5 ) Table 5 Responses from the students regarding where they got their information about the other group. The ultimate objective is to draw attention to happenings on the continent that hardly gets a mention elsewhere. Our prime responsibility as African citizens is to do as much as we can to show the best of our world. It does not mean we should forget about the negative things, no. Reporting is reporting, the truth must be said. If there are wars, if there is famine, if there is corruption, it must be told and people must know it, so that the people, who have to address it, take measures to address it. But on the other hand, we have positive stories, we have success stories."
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Conflicts and grudges
Much of the preceding discussion in this study carries the implicit issues that divide African immigrants and African Americans. However, another significant impediment that seems to separate and leave a mark between their relationship is the growing grudges and conflicts which appear to be on the rise. But does the grudges and conflict necessarily Table 6 ) Indeed, for some, the so-called grudges and conflicts are clearly not a matter of African immigrants or African American taking jobs away from each other as some had asserted. In reality, it is rather, a dedication to hard work and qualifications based on merits. If all these theories are right, the grudges and conflicts that exist between them had implanted the seeds of misunderstandings between African immigrants and African
Americans.
Analysis and interpretation of data
The data presented in this study are obtained from three different sources:
interviews, surveys and extensive library research. My own experiences with both African immigrants and African Americans are not included in any of the data or information presented. A total of hundred participants were surveyed and eight were interviewed. Fifty African immigrants were surveyed and four were interviewed. Fifty African Americans were surveyed and four were interviewed. Participants in this study mainly constitutes male. (See Table 7 Gender distribution for both African immigrants and African Americans surveyed. 
Gender
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The theme of this research was to probe and analyze the relationships between African immigrants and African Americans and whether or not both groups can adapt to each other despite of mounting stereotypes, ignorance, misconceptions and grudges that exist between them. This study has provided a more balanced look at the overall relationship between the two groups. That is by thoroughly examining both the positive and negative aspect of their strained relationship and emphasizing on the issues that seems to keep them apart even though they share common origin and skin color.
Specifically, the stereotypes, ignorance, misconceptions and grudges have overshadowed the strained relationship between these two groups. Whatever beliefs both group hold against each other, come from the larger American society, predominantly the mainstream media, and United States educational institution, which is dominated by Eurocentric perspective. On the part of the mainstream media, it has not helped in bridging the gap between these two camps. Instead, it is at the forefront of the commotion by bombarding Americans, particularly African Americans with negative images of Africa and Africans, which many African Americans don't want to associate with. The United States institutional pedagogy is mainly dominated by Eurocentric perspective, which fails to include or acknowledge the cultural and historical perspective of Africa. African Americans are rarely taught about African history, culture and the contribution Africa and Africans has given to the New World, especially to the United States. Also cultural differences have to be accounted in the strained relationship between these two groups. As I mentioned earlier in this study, as long as there is cultural barriers it's going to breed ignorance. African Americans have to take it to themselves to learn about the African continent, its people and their respective cultures. Likewise, African immigrants also have to learn about the African American past-discrimination and exclusion from the social, political, economic and arena. Both groups should refrain from judging one another without direct or actual experience of the problem that seems to divide them.
In other to achieve an amicable relationship and understanding between African immigrants and African Americans, both group need to reject negative stereotypes and develop communication style. Given the quality of evidence in this study, both African immigrants and African Americans who were interviewed and surveyed accept the fact that there are indeed reasonable suspicions between these two groups, but both group acknowledged that cooperation is attainable, citing the exemplary role of the pan-African movement and Black Nationalism and their leaders in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
And last but not least, it is hoped that this research will provoke interest in the social interaction of blacks all over the world and rekindle their historical connection that existed in earlier centuries.
